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AMERICAN ASSOCIATION FOR HAND SURGERY 

2020 ANNUAL BUSINESS MEETING 

Friday, January 10, 2020 
Ft. Lauderdale, FL 

 

AAHS Mission: Working together to advance global hand care and education. 
 

MINUTES 
 

1. Call to Order 
 
President Dr. W. P. Andrew Lee called the 2020 Business Meeting to order at 8:15 AM on Friday, January 10, 
2020, in Ft. Lauderdale, Florida.  
 

2. Approval of 2019 Business Meeting Minutes 
 
Dr. Lee requested a motion to approve the minutes of the January 2019 Business Meeting which had been 
distributed to the membership electronically in 2019. 
 
VOTED to approve the January 2019 Business Meeting minutes as distributed. 
 

3. President 
 
Dr. Lee then thanked Drs. Jaimie Shores and Sami Tuffaha, and Jane Fedorczyk and Gary Solomon for their work 
assembling an outstanding 2020 Annual Meeting scientific program. Dr. Lee also thanked the Chinese Delegation 
of Hand Surgeons and the Hong Kong Society for Surgery of the Hand for their participation as the featured 
guest organizations during the Ft. Lauderdale meeting. He also thanked companies who supported the meeting 
through sponsorship and exhibition. It was noted that professional registration was strong with approximately 
610 professional attendees along with 65 guests, spouses and children for a total meeting registration of 
approximately 675. Total registration for the three joint meetings (AAHS, ASPN, ASRM) was projected to come in 
over 1,500 attendees.  
 
Dr. Lee reported that over the past year the Hand Association and AAHS leadership had conducted its 
educational and administrative activities while facilitating special projects including the 50th anniversary history 
book, promoting the new Jaiyoung Ryu Lecture and Lecture Fund, promoting the Hand Surgery Endowment’s 
fundraising activities, and creating a new logo. He also noted that Dr. Neumeister had produced strong HAND 
issues which reached over 12,000 in circulation. HAND has also seen increases in downloads and submission 
statistics, and a decreasing acceptance rate.  

 
4. Membership 

 
Dr. Lee then reported AAHS membership remains stable and that with the change to elect new members 
quarterly, anticipates continued growth. It was noted that the Hand Association currently maintains 
approximately 1,500 members and that the organization is inclusive of Advanced Practice Providers.  
 
Dr. Lee then acknowledged a number of Hand Association members who had recently passed, including Past 
President Dr. Robert Brumfield. The membership observed a moment of silence.  

 
5. By-Law Amendments 
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Dr. Lee went on to remind the membership that amendments to the Hand Association by-laws were sent by 
email to the membership in December for ratification at the business meeting. It was noted that revisions 
include correction to listed ascension-based leadership positions and correct the nomination process to disallow 
nominations from the business meeting floor. It was indicated that the open call for nominations sent to the 
membership by email has replaced the process for nominations from the business meeting floor. There were no 
questions or objections from the membership.  
 
VOTED to approve the amendments as presented.  
 
It was noted that votes for future by-laws amendments will be conducted electronically to include all voting 
members in the process.  
 

6. Treasurer 
 
Treasurer Dr. Jeffrey Friedrich reported that 2019 will be another strong financial year for the Association with 
an anticipated operational surplus greater than budget. It was reported that through November the Association 
maintained over $2.7M in net assets, a portion of which is pledged to the Hand Surgery Endowment in matching 
funds as part of its fundraising campaign. It was noted that through November the Association had realized an 
operational surplus of approximately $245,000 which included a considerable amount of realized investment 
gains at the time of investment transition to Vanguard during the third quarter. Dr. Friedrich advised that there 
will be some additional activity in the year end financials, but that the Association will see a surplus well ahead 
of budget as of year-end 2019. He added that the leadership is projecting a healthy annual meeting financial 
performance as well.   
 

7. Hand Surgery Endowment  
 
HSE President Dr. Jonathan Isaacs thanked the membership for its generosity over the past year as the 

Endowment received a substantial amount in contributions in 2019. He reminded those present that the 

Endowment leadership set a campaign goal to achieve a 50% giving rate among the membership over 2019 and 

2020, valuing engagement of the membership over the actual dollar amount raised, to support their missions in 

honor of AAHS's 50th anniversary milestone. He indicated HSE had not yet reached the 50% participation goal 

and encouraged those who had not yet contributed to make a donation or multi-year pledge. Members were 

reminded that AAHS is matching all donations and pledges made during the annual meeting.  

 

Dr. Isaacs went on to add that in 2019 the Endowment funded four international volunteer trips, including the 

Vargas Award. Volunteers travelled to Fiji/Solomon Islands, Chichoy, Guatemala, and Kumasi, Ghana. He noted 

that these trips were funded while simultaneously working to restructure the volunteer scholarship program to 

include different partner organizations doing outreach work in the hand care field. It was noted the Endowment 

had also supported 2 research projects in 2019 (In-Vivo Imaging of Sarcomere Response to Peripheral Nerve 

Injury: Jason H. Ko, MD, Northwestern University, Chicago, Illinois and Targeted muscle reinnervation in a 

neuropathic pain model: Gwendolyn Hoben, MD, PhD, The Medical College of Wisconsin, Inc.). In 2019 HSE also 

supported the International Reverse Surgery Fellowship, developed the International Reverse Therapy 

Fellowship with AAHS and ASHT to begin in 2020, and facilitated the Lean & Green Award and Humanitarian 

Award recognition programs. Dr. Isaacs credited Dr. Terry Whipple with creating a successful campaign to 

fundraise for the Jaiyoung Ryu Lectureship, which HSE supported through administrative activity. Dr. Whipple 

was then invited to the podium to share the story of Dr. Ryu and information about the Ryu Lecture Fund. 

During his comments Dr. Whipple generously donated $1,000, to be matched by AAHS. 
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Dr. Isaacs reported that with the success of the Endowment’s ongoing fundraising campaign, which continues 

throughout 2020, the leadership hopes to expand outreach and educational activities, and create new programs 

as well to benefit domestic and international communities.  

 
8. Nominating Committee 

 
Dr. Brian Adams presented the following leadership slate assembled by the Nominating Committee for election. 
 
 President: Nash Naam 
 President-Elect: John Lubahn 
 Vice President: William Dzwierzynski 
 Secretary: David Bozentka 
 Treasurer: Mark Rekant 

Directors at Large: R. Glenn Gaston (Junior), Loree Kalliainen (Senior) 
Affiliate Director: Vanessa Smith 

 Candidate Board Member: Brandon Smetana  
 

VOTED to elect the leadership slate as presented.  
 

9. Other Business 
 
Dr. Lee reminded the membership of the Association’s 2021 Annual Meeting in Kauai, Hawaii which will 
celebrate the future of AAHS. 
 
A sincere thank you was then offered to members of the leadership who were rotating off the Board of Directors 
at the conclusion of the Annual Meeting in Ft. Lauderdale.  Those members recognized included Dr. Brian 
Adams, Jane Fedorczyk, Dr. Jeffrey Friedrich, Dr. Cherrie Heinrich, Dr. Laura Lewallen, and Dr. Marco Rizzo.  
 

10. Adjournment 
 
With no other business to come before the membership, the meeting was adjourned at 9:00 AM. 


